
2016-2017 Parent Association

The primary objective of this association, a 
service organization, is to build a community 

of spirit and involvement and to promote 
communication between parents/guardians

of JCA students and the JCA administration. 
But most importantly, to assist the school in 

fundraising,  social events, and activities.

Executive Committee

President
Kelley & Greg Gould

(815) 557-9003
Vice President

Denise & Arn Grashoff 
(815) 254-2046

Secretary
Kathy & Jamie Hibner 

(815) 573-1941
Treasurer

Barb & Mike Scudder 
(815) 436-2717

Class Representatives

Seniors
Jane & Mark Karner 

(815) 741-3991
Lori & Tom Sherman 

(815) 254-4432

Juniors
Julieta & Ray Meyer 

(815) 254-6174
Jennifer & Marc Smith 

(815) 382-9133

Sophomores
Sue Bannon 

(815) 641-1423
Jim & Kat Smith
(630) 618-7724

Freshman
Tammy & Jeff Zadel 

(815) 521-9226
Janet & Mike Ditello

(815) 955-2738

Dear JCA Families,

On Monday, as part of National Catholic Schools Week 2017, Joliet Catholic 
Academy celebrated Catholic education in the Joliet community through service 
for others. JCA is proud to serve the Joliet community: 73% of the students in 
Joliet, 70% of the students in Plainfield, and 72% of the students in Shorewood 
who choose Catholic high school education choose JCA*.

Monday’s focus for National Catholic Schools Week was “In our Community”. 
A central aspect of Catholic education is learning the importance of service to 
others. When students take part in service activities—both local and beyond—
they demonstrate the values and faith they gain through their Catholic education 
and learn how to make the world a better place. When they observe how others 
serve the community, they gain an appreciation for how they can continue to 
serve others their entire lives.

The fall of 2016 alone saw JCA students perform over 4,800 hours of community 
service in the Joliet community. Student, faculty, and staff completed a day of 
service this fall as part of the school’s 4th annual All-School Retreat and Service, 
volunteering time at local establishments like the Joliet Forest Preserve District, 
Wags 2 Wishes, Hopeful Tails, Joliet Animal Control, Ready Set Ride, St. Pat-
rick’s Home, Hands of Hope, Our Lady of Angels Retirement Home, Sharefest 
Festival, Morningstar Shelter, and more.

I believe the day of service is just one small component of the hours our students 
put in each year. Many times it leads them to volunteer at those places regularly. 
Our kids not only volunteer outside of school, they also volunteer to help promote 
JCA through our Student Ambassador Program, hosting area students on school 
visits, and working school events like Step Up Day,Open House, and Jubilate..

To me, the impact of stewardship within the Joliet community is that much more 
powerful when our students are giving back to the city and villages that their 
families live in (Joliet, Plainfield, Shorewood, and beyond). That is, and always 
has been ,the impact of Joliet Catholic Academy within our community. It’s a 
testament to our students, you our parents, and our strong alumni base that you 
all overwhelmingly choose to send your children to JCA and thus support our 
Joliet Catholic community”.

To see a complete breakdown of each daily theme for Catholic Schools Week 
being celebrated at Joliet Catholic Academy, as well as events throughout the 
week, visit >> http://www.jca-online.org/2017/01/catholic-schools-week/

(*Statistics are based off information reported to and gathered by the Diocese of Joliet and the JCA 
Admissions staff over a four-year period from area grade schools. Data does not reflect high school 
transfers/retention).

Go Angels! Go Hilltoppers! Onward JCA!

Ryan Quigley ‘03
JCA Director of Admissions and Communications
815.741.0500, ext. 214

February 2017

A monthly newsletter for parents and guardians of Joliet Catholic Academy students.
Parent Pride



Phase II Capital Campaign
“Building Our Future”

As JCA continues the second phase of 
our Capital Campaign “Building our 
Future” we would like to invite our 
parents to see exactly what we are 
planning. JCA will host four 
informational sessions for parents in 
order to better inform and engage you 
concerning the campaign.

Our vision is not complete. The second 
Phase of this Capital Initiative includes:

• Continuing installation of upgraded
Wi-Fi to support our 1:1 Technology
program.

• Windows for the back of the 
building.

• Air conditioning in all classrooms to
provide our students with an optimal 
learning environment.

• Updates to the prayer garden for 
peaceful outdoor reflection.

• New lighting along Victory Road
and Tradition Way.

These goals were set from the ideas of 
our focus groups consisting of parents, 
alumni, students and friends of JCA. We 
are set on raising $1.532 million dollars 
to complete this initiative, thus giving 
our students a better JCA.

To date, we have raised over $850k 
towards our goal, and we are happy to 
announce we have ordered the new back 
windows to be installed this spring.

If you would like additional information 
regarding “Building Our Future”, please 
familiarize yourself with our webpage 
via the link below.

http://www.jca-online.org/phase-ii-capi-
tal-campaign/

If you are interested in getting involved 
with Phase II, please contact JCA 
Director of Development John Horn at:

jhorn@jca-online.org or 
815.741.0500, ext. 27 6

Nurses Corner
Cold and flu season is upon us. IT IS NOT 
TOO LATE TO HAVE YOUR STUDENT 
VACCINATED FOR THE FLU.  

NEW STATE GUIDELINES: 

Asthma Action Plan – Please submit an 
Asthma Action plan to the Health Office 
from your student’s health care provider 
for any student with asthma. 

Traveling and International Students: 

Students that travel more than 2 weeks 
to or are from high risk regions, as indi-
cated by the CDC, are required to have an 
Interferon-Gamma Release Assay (IGRA) 
before returning to school and every year 
before the start of the new school year.  
Either the QuantiFERON®- Gold In-Tube 
test (QFT-GIT) or the T-SPOT® that have 
been completed in the United States will 
be accepted. The current areas of high risk 
are: Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, 

Asia, Eastern Europe, and Russia.

ALL STUDENTS

All medications, including prescription, 
over the counter, or homeopathic, are to be 
kept in the Health Office with a Medication 
Authorization form.  Medications are to 
be dispensed through the Health Office, 
EXCEPT those emergent medications, 
such as rescue inhalers, insulins, hypogly-
cemic agents and epinephrine injections.  
Emergent medication that the student will 
carry will also require Medication Authori-
zation forms to be on file. The Medication 
Authorization form can be found online.

Please contact the Health Office for any 
questions or concerns regarding your stu-
dent’s health needs at: 815.741.0500, ext. 
275, fax 815-741-3015.

JCA Christmas Concert

When: Wednesday, December 7, 2016
7 p.m.
Where: JCA Student Activity Center
The entire JCA music department will 
perform: handbells, choir, band, and more.
Tickets are free for all attending.

Lads and Ladies
Mother-Son Dance 

Attention all Hillmen and Their Moms

SAVE the DATE
2017 Lads and Ladies

Mother-Son Dance

When: Wednesday April 12, 2017
Time: 6-10 PM
Where: Jacob Henry Mansion

JCA Class of 2021 
Freshman Registration

Wednesday, February 15
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Freshman Registration will take place on 
Wednesday, February 15, 2016 between 
6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Eighth graders 
planning to become part of the JCA family 
for the 2017-2018 school year are required 
to attend. 

Students and parents will have the op-
portunity to talk with department chairs 
and administrators who will be available 
to answer questions about transportation, 
uniforms, and more.
Contact the Admissions Office for more 
information or questions at 815.741.0500 
or admissions@jca-online.org. 

Course Selection for the 
2017-2018 School Year

Course selection information will be 
distributed to current students the week of 
February 21. Students will be instructed 
to bring the completed course selection 
form home at the end of the week for a 
parent signature before returning the form 
to their homeroom teacher on Wednesday, 
March 1. 

The non-refundable registration fee of 
$300 will be included on the March tu-
ition statement: $100 is applied toward the 
first tuition payment and $200 is applied 
to activity costs, which include student 
admission to all regular season home ath-
letic events, student ID, yearbook, student 
newspaper, administrative and counsel-
ing testing programs, student schedules, 
student records, and counseling services.
The $300 registration fee is non-refund-
able. Therefore, if your student will not be 
attending JCA next year, please notify the 
Business Office immediately so as not to 
incur the added expense.



Contact  
Christine Voss at: 

815.741.0500,  
ext. 283

For detailed 
information visit: 

jubilate.jca-online.org

Proceeds to benefit 
JCA Students

�
  Joliet Catholic Academy’s 32nd annual Jubilaté

Saturday, March 11, 2017  |  Cocktails begin at 6 p.m.
BOLINGBROOK GOLF CLUB  |  2001 RODÉO DRIVE, BOLINGBROOK, ILLINOIS

DINNER  ✪  DANCING  ✪  AUCTIONS  ✪  RAFFLES

JCA 
RECOGNITION 

AWARD 
RECIPIENTS:

Patty (Liker ’60) 
and 

Pat Graham (’59)

Event Chairs: 
Alex & John Quinn (’86)

Lisa & Tony Sandora





Counseling Department Information 
 

Attention Parents! Please update your email addresses in Naviance.  The 
Counseling Department sends out important information through Naviance 

via email.  You don’t want to miss out! 
 

March 3 at 7:15 a.m. – Coffee with the Counselors ~ Please come with any 
questions, concerns, or comments. 

 
Freshmen Parents: If you missed our parent workshop in January, your Naviance 

activation codes are being mailed to you. Please look out for that mailer.  
 

JUNIORS: 
Mrs. Major will be scheduling individual College Planning meetings beginning mid-
February through April. Parents may attend; limited evening appointments will be 

available.  Mrs. Major will be sending out a calendar via Naviance.  Please be sure to 
sign up if you are interested in attending. Please check Naviance and encourage your 

student to keep their Naviance documents up-to-date. 
  

Important Testing Dates for Juniors: 
 
ACT Dates: April 8, 2017 (JCA date); *** Deadline to register is March 3. *** 
June 10, 2017 
www.actstudent.org/start 
 
SAT Dates: March 11, 2017; May 6, 2017; June 3, 2017 
www.sat.org/register 
 
https://sat.collegeboard.org/home 
 
 
Students must register to take the ACT test online at www.actstudent.org.   
** If you plan to take the ACT in April, the registration deadline is March 3.  
JCA does not register your student for any National ACT or SAT testing dates. 
 
 

IACAC Regional College Fair ~ Coming to Lewis University March 1! 
Check Naviance and JCA Counseling Facebook Page for forthcoming details 

 
 



ADVISORY SPOTLIGHT:   
This month in Advisory Periods: 

Freshmen: Learning Styles, Strengths Explorer in Naviance 
Sophomores: Career Interest Survey & Presentation,  

Career Research and Clusters 
Juniors: Linking Careers with Colleges (Naviance Cluster Finder and College Majors 101) 

Seniors: Financial Aid Awards – FAFSA 4Caster  and Making the College Decision 
 

News for Parents of Senior Students 
 

Please remember that your FAFSA form must be completed online at the following site, 
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Filing your FAFSA online requires a PIN for both the student and 
the parents. You can obtain a PIN from this website also. To complete the FAFSA the 
following information should be readily available: 
 
         •     Student’s & Parents’ Social Security Numbers 
 
         •     Student’s & Parents’ Driver’s License  
 
         •     Student’s & Parents’ W-2 forms, 2015  Federal Income Tax Returns, and  
                untaxed  income  records 
 
         •    Bank statements, 2015 business & investment records, mortgage information, etc… 
 
You are strongly encouraged to file the FAFSA as soon as possible!  
 
Many students consider junior college an affordable post-secondary option before heading 
off to a traditional college or university environment. Joliet Junior College offers 
scholarships to deserving students, and they also put on FAFSA workshops for those 
wondering how to fund their college experience. Please visit the following link to find out 
more.   www.jjc.edu/finacial-aid  
 

College Scholarships, Awards & Grants 
 

To ensure that your child receives recognition at graduation for financial scholarship awards, or 
grants, regardless if they are accepted, please have your child bring in their award letter to the 
Counseling Office.  We will make a copy and return the original back to the student. 
 
Please check out NAVIANCE for a current listing of all available local scholarships. 
                               
Please don’t forget to LIKE the Joliet Catholic Academy Counseling  Facebook Page for 
regular updates on college visits, financial aid and scholarship info, helpful links and resources, 
etc.*  
 
The Counseling Department also has a TWITTER account.  Please follow us @jcacounseling . 



Tuition Assistance 
JCA families in need of tuition assistance for the 17-18 school year, the FACTS application for 
tuition assistance must be completed by March 1, 2017.  Please complete the application 
online: https://factsmgt.com/ (see attached). 

The Catholic Education Foundation (CEF) at the Diocese of Joliet will award 400 high school 
tuition assistance grants. The grants will be funded and distributed by the CEF in the amount of 
$1000 per student. 
 
The CEF grant application deadline is March 1.  
 
APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR THE 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 
2017.  
 
Scholarships are awarded annually and an application form must be completed each year.  In 
order to be considered eligible for this tuition assistance scholarship, high school students must 
attend a Catholic Diocese of Joliet parish. Applicants must indicate parish membership on the 
grant and aid application form. 
 
 A grant and aid application can be obtained from the financial aid office at the high school or 
the application can be completed online at https://online.factsmgt.com/aid  There is a  $30 
application fee which is paid directly to the FACTS Company.  ONE Application can include 
MULTIPLE students and/or schools. Questions on completing the application may be answered 
by calling the FACTS Helpline directly at 1-866-441-4637.  
 
Questions about the tuition assistance program, contact your high school financial aid office or 
the CEF Office at 815/221-6127 or jlangenderfer@dioceseofjoliet.org. 
 
 JCA Tuition Assistance  

In addition to the FACTS application, the JCA application must also be completed and submitted 
by March 1, 2017. Please visit the following link for details/see attached: 

http://www.jca-online.org/admissions/financial-aid/ 

 

Please contact Kris Horn (khorn@jca-online.org) or Holly Scordo (hscordo@jca-online.org) with 
any questions. 











Second Meeting for  

Pre-Post Prom & Senior Night  

Wednesday, February 15th 

7:00pm 

JCA Library 

Plans are in the works but we still need a few more 
enthusiastic Moms & Dads to help!! 

 

Committee help still needed on: 

Senior Night Video 

Senior Night Raffle 

Senior Night Decorations 

Pre-Prom Red Carpet set-up/take down 

 

Questions: 
Jane Karner: 815-735-3204 mtnbikin@comcast.net 

Lori Sherman: 815-715-5589 orlikijo16@gmail.com 
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